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The month-long Reading Olympics 
finished with the week-long Read Across 
America event.  In addition to all the 
Read Across America events with  
Dr. Seuss themes, the guest readers, 
and all the crazy hats, socks, and 
costumes, the real winner was reading.  
The Olympic event tallied some 230 gold 
medals, 20 silver medals, and 50 bronze 
medals, which is all well and good, but it 
is the additional number of books that 
were read during the month that is the 
real shocker. 

Book Total by Grade 

 Kindergarten - 48 

 1st Grade - 48 

 2nd Grade - 48 

 3rd Grade - 181 

 4th Grade - 56 

 5th Grade - 85 

 6th Grade - 72 
TOTAL – 538 

 
Five hundred and thirty-eight 

books, additional books outside of the 
regular curriculum, read by our 
elementary students in one month. 
 
 

For those unaware, NEA's Read 
Across America is an annual reading 
motivation and awareness program that 
calls for every child in every community 
to celebrate reading, and it coordinates 
with the March 2 birthday of beloved 
children's author, Dr. Seuss. 

According to the National Education 
Association, having kids read a lot is one 
of the crucial components of becoming a 
good reader. Young readers need to 
become practiced at recognizing letters 
and sounds. The only way to get good at 
it is to practice, and 538 books in one 
month is great practice!  

We had a great turnout and a 
wonderful event, but I want to 
encourage our staff to make it year-
round.  Invite guest readers, encourage 
families to read to students because one 
week, or one month is just the start!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Read Across America 
 The week’s festivities, coupled with the 
month-long Reading Olympics, 
provided academic fun for students and 
staff alike.  Thanks to all   

And the Winner is….Reading! 

By Dr. John W. Zesiger 
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News  

& Notes 

 

Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

We Care… 

Teachers, classroom aides, personal care 
assistants, administrators, and others, as we 
continue to work on our school climate, I 
recently participated in a webinar held by the 
former Research Psychologist with the US 
Secret Service, Dr. Marisa Randazzo.  She 
posed a challenge to school personnel.  
Something I plan to incorporate in my daily 
routine.  She challenged us to spend time 
each day getting to know students.  To do 
that, we should pick one student every day 
[preferably one we do not know], say good 
morning, ask their name, and ask how their 
day is going.  Research she referenced 
suggested the number one way to foster more 
positive connections between students and 
adults in our school and community is to 
simply follow those simple steps every day.  I 
hope that all of our faculty will embrace this 
concept and see what an impact it could have 
on our students!      
 

 March 23-25: School Play 
 March 29: 2-hour Early Dismissal for Students 
 April 9-13: PSSA English Language Arts  
 April 16-20: PSSA Mathematics  
 April 23-27: PSSA Science 

Family Math Night???… 
A recent article in “The Marshall 

Memo” highlighted something that 
caught my attention from 
Mathematics Teaching in the Middle 
School.  An article by Lynn Liao Hodge 
and Michael Lawson suggested 
holding a family math night, they have 
gone on to perfect this event, even 
selling complete kits for hosting the 
event.  Check out the link below for a 
video on Family Math Night.   

 http://familymathnight.com  

 For more information, check out 
“Strengthening Partnerships Through 
Family Math Nights” by Lynn Liao 
Hodge and Michael Lawson in 
Mathematics Teaching in the Middle 
School, March 2018 (Vol. 23, #5, p. 
284-287). 
 

March 14 “Talk-In”… 
Next week the faculty and 

staff will hold grade-level 
appropriate discussions with all 
students about safe schools, how 
to report concerns, and to address 
student questions about what has 
transpired in school districts 
around the area and nation.  The 
discussion points were circulated 
by the American Association of 
Psychologists and is directly 
geared toward school age 
children.   

[Top] The Reed family shows their support for 
Read Across America, Left Ethan Reed 
portrays the Cat in the Hat in a piece from 
Seussical the Musical, Right, his father, and 
School Board Member, Rob Reed, shows his 
costume as a guest reader.  [Bottom] Principals 
hand out Reading Olympic Medals at the 
Closing Ceremonies. 

Mr. Joe Skura started in February as our new 5th grade teacher.   In 
addition to elementary certification, he holds certificates in English 7-12 and 
Library K-12. Mr. Skura has worked in Catholic schools, Mount Union and 
Juniata County School Districts.  Mr. Skura also stated, “I write a weekly 
sports column for The Tribune-Democrat and served as an editor of 
Ebensburg's Mountaineer-Herald.”   He added, “Writing has always been a 
passion of mine, along with athletics, especially volleyball, and reading. I 
have a strong desire to impact our students in a positive way.” 

Mr. Skura has been impressed with the faculty, staff, students, and 
administration at Moshannon Valley. “Everyone has been so welcoming and 
supportive to me. The fifth graders have been working hard. I am excited to 
begin working on the science fair experiments and projects with them in the 
coming weeks!  I am excited for the future here!” – Welcome Mr. Skura. 

http://familymathnight.com/

